20010212.ba v03_n099.bam.20010212

>From ???@??? Mon Feb 12 17:41:50 2001 -0600
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2001 17:38:51 CST
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 3099
Message-Id: <20010213004459.ABB013580@devel43.theporch.com>

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 3099

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) Re: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?
	by "Mike B. Feher" <n4fs@monmouth.com>
  2) Re: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?
	by "Marty's Refl. Drop" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org>
  3) AWA meet nr big-A on 2/17
	by "Marty's Refl. Drop" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org>
  4) FS: Johnson Challenger 
	by JONWEINER@aol.com
  5) FS: TR7/R7 Filters
	by KB9VU@aol.com
  6) RE: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?
	by "Ed Sieb" <sieb@sympatico.ca>
  7) hro-60
	by Brian Michael <brianmd1@home.com>
  8) Re: cathode bypass caps for audio stages
	by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
  9) Re: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?
	by "Andrew Emmerson" <midshires@cix.co.uk>
 10) Farmer's Spring Boatanchor Sale
	by K8MFO@aol.com
 11) Heath EK-1 and 2
	by thompson@mindspring.com
 12) Elmac AF-67/M-1070 HAAAALP!
	by Daniel Wright <dw73454@navix.net>
 13) Re: hro-60 p/s
	by Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com>
 14) Re: Relay Trouble
	by James Hanlon <knjhanlon@qwest.net>
 15) FS - Unusual Collins 310C exciter
	by JONWEINER@aol.com
 16) FS: T4-X and R-4
	by JONWEINER@aol.com
 17) Speaker re-coning
	by "Arthur I. Larky" <ail0@lehigh.edu>
 18) Re-Whither Vade Mecum for Valves
	by "John Gibson" <gibsonj@mindspring.com>
 19) Re: Speaker re-coning
	by "John K9UWA" <k9uwa@arrl.net>
 20) Re: Reforming electrolytics, observing a failed attempt
	by Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca>
 21) HOSSTRADERS HAMFEST MOVES TO HOPKINTON STATE FAIRGROUNDS 
	by Michael Crestohl <mc@sover.net>
 22) NC-300 intermod?
	by brian.k.harris@philips.com
 23) When to use what types of caps
	by Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
 24) FW: When to use what types of caps
	by Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
 25) Re: FW: When to use what types of caps
	by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Date: Sat, 10 Feb 2001 23:22:26 -0500
From: "Mike B. Feher" <n4fs@monmouth.com>
Subject: Re: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <001b01c093e2$3f4bd440$20c5be18@n4fs>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Ed -

Vade Mecum is a wonderful reference for tubes and I have a 1944 and 1946
edition. They are extremely rare and therefore difficult to find
unfortunately. A better possibility might be Babani's International Tube
Encyclopedia. It is a bit more common, and being published in London should
be obtainable in Canada. I have the first (1949) edition of it. I find it
every bit as resourceful as Vade Mecum. 73 - Mike


Mike B. Feher, N4FS
89 Arnold Blvd.
Howell NJ, 07731
(732) 901-9193


----- Original Message -----
From: "Ed Sieb" <sieb@sympatico.ca>
To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 10, 2001 6:14 PM
Subject: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?


> Hi All!
>
> I'm trying to locate a reference that is referred to as
> the "Vade Mecum" of valves (tubes).  I've heard of this book
> and would like to know if it's still available and if so, where.
>
> Any info is appreciated.
>
> T I A,
>
> Ed,  VA3ES
>
>
> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
> Ed Sieb, VA3ES  va3es@rac.ca
> P. O. Box 8377, Ottawa Terminal, Ottawa, Ontario,  K1G 3H8
> 613-738-8924
> AMI #529  Canadian Division Director.
> Member - Radio Club of America,  QCWA,  AWA
> Net Manager - Canadian Boat Anchor Net (3745 Kcs)
> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>
>

------------------------------
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 08:09:38 -0500 (EST)
From: "Marty's Refl. Drop" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org>
Message-Id: <200102111309.IAA00516@aa4rm.ba-watch.org>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: sars-refl@g10.com
Subject: Re: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?

Vade Mecum in Latin means take me with you

The US rendition were little pocket books carried by radio service folks 
years ago.  They showed essential data and substitutes.

The "and substitutes" part was the most needed it you were 30 miles from
Emporia in your '36 Hudson struggling with farm-house Steinite.

I've got one that was a promotional from Slyvania.

And speaking of farm-house radios, I've a surplus (2 me) '40-ish Sears 
5-loctal baby with a permeability-tuned RF yet.  Re-powered with a wall 
wart for A+ & rectified line for B+.  Works great but wood-cabinet 
looks don't match.

Trade for something?  Like green picture of U. S. Grant?

Hear Dr. Laura from 1000 mi.s away on a clear winter night!!!

  M

------------------------------
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 08:17:56 -0500 (EST)
From: "Marty's Refl. Drop" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org>
Message-Id: <200102111317.IAA00538@aa4rm.ba-watch.org>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: AWA meet nr big-A on 2/17


The meet is indoor-outdoor in a Winder ind'l park & starts @ 8 Sat.

It adjourns / disolves @ 12N sharp.  Reason is there'll be a 20mi caravan to
Madison to see the midget car museum.

Guides with magnifying glasses & deerstalker hats will help us find it.

Museum curator will conduct a special seminar on rebuilding sub-micron 
vibrators for uncommon but ever-popular 17V midget car radios.

  M

------------------------------
From: JONWEINER@aol.com
Message-ID: <e0.103c0d86.27b80483@aol.com>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 10:06:43 EST
Subject: FS: Johnson Challenger 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have for sale a Johnson Viking Challenger AM/CW transmitter. Transmitter is 
in good physical condition, with the original meter. All correct Johnson 
knobs. Front panel has one additional hole for front mounting of the mic. 
jack. No cabinet. No manual. Untested. Price: $50., either PU here in 
Greenville, SC or plus shipping.

Jon 

------------------------------
From: KB9VU@aol.com
Message-ID: <d2.2408677.27b807d1@aol.com>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 10:20:49 EST
Subject: FS: TR7/R7 Filters
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have the following filters for the TR7/TR7A and R7/R7A radios:

Sherwood CD 125/8.  125 Hz 8 pole, SN 003 CW (Used) $100
Network Sciences SL 300.  300 Hz CW (Used)          $65
Network Sciences SL 500.  500 Hz CW (New)           $85
RL Drake SL 1800.  1800 Hz CW/SSB (New)             $85
Network Sciences SL 8000.  AM (New)                 $100

E-mail replies to: kb9vu@aol.com

Thanks and 73

Mike, KB9VU

------------------------------
From: "Ed Sieb" <sieb@sympatico.ca>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: <sars-refl@g10.com>
Subject: RE: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 05:00:42 -0500
Message-ID: <LOBBJHOLOOHLIPLONIAFIEFCDLAA.sieb@sympatico.ca>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

 
> Hear Dr. Laura from 1000 mi.s away on a clear winter night!!!

With a radio? 

------------------------------
Message-ID: <3A86D7EC.6B5031B3@home.com>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 13:20:29 -0500
From: Brian Michael <brianmd1@home.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: hro-60
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi all:

This has probably been covered, but does the hro 60 have the power
supply plate bypass cap in it's design that made the 50 subject to
transformer burn out??

Thanks

Brian Michael
W1OU

------------------------------
Date: Mon, 05 Feb 2001 18:17:17 -0800
From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
Subject: Re: cathode bypass caps for audio stages
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <0G8B00BE9DU2U9@mta5.snfc21.pbi.net>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Hi Rich;

> .......Is their such a thing as too much bypass in this application?

Well, as long as you can fit the capacitor in the chassis......, hi! 
Doubling the value of capacitance decreases the cutoff frequency of the RC
pair by a factor of two which will inccrease low frequency response
slightly.  In your application, it will have no noticeable affect on audio.
 Some audiophoole will go, "Heavens!  Tantalums don't have sonic purity." 
Not to worry.

Arden  Allen   KB6NAX   Vallejo, CA   gumbear@pacbell.net

------------------------------
Message-ID: <015f01c09463$8aa02c80$631999c2@oemcomputer>
From: "Andrew Emmerson" <midshires@cix.co.uk>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 18:31:49 -0000
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The VadeMecum by Brans was published in Holland and went through several
editions during the 1950s, possibly 60s as well.

My fading memory tells me there was a facsimile reprint produced (somewhere
in central Europe?) about five years of the final (?) and/or most complete
(?) edition.   It was supplied in a beautiful maroon cloth-covered slipcase
and cost a fortune (about fifty quid, say 80 of your dollars). I took one
look at it and ran a mile at that price.

I dare say one day I shall regret not having bought it but I thought it
rather dear for what is basically a workaday reference book. There may be
some copies of this reprint hanging around with some dealers but I haven't
seen any here in Britain.

That said, there must be copies of the original printings around. Why not
try www.bookfinder.com and www.addall.com , putting 'Vade Mecum' as title
and 'Brans' as author?

73,
Andy Emmerson G8PTH.

----- Original Message -----
From: "Ed Sieb" <sieb@sympatico.ca>
To: "Old Tube Radios" <>
Sent: Saturday, February 10, 2001 11:14 PM
Subject: Whither Vade Mecum for valves?


> Hi All!
>
> I'm trying to locate a reference that is referred to as
> the "Vade Mecum" of valves (tubes).  I've heard of this book
> and would like to know if it's still available and if so, where.
>
> Any info is appreciated.
>
> T I A,
>
> Ed,  VA3ES
>
>
> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
> Ed Sieb, VA3ES  va3es@rac.ca
> P. O. Box 8377, Ottawa Terminal, Ottawa, Ontario,  K1G 3H8
> 613-738-8924
> AMI #529  Canadian Division Director.
> Member - Radio Club of America,  QCWA,  AWA
> Net Manager - Canadian Boat Anchor Net (3745 Kcs)
> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>

------------------------------
From: K8MFO@aol.com
Message-ID: <83.6bbfd7c.27b85a0c@aol.com>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 16:11:40 EST
Subject: Farmer's Spring Boatanchor Sale
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Here in Ohio it has been a great winter to complete indoor projects, since we 
have had one of the worst sustained winters ever.    Many things have been 
completed, and a number of items have found new homes.     Now the weather is 
getting decent, and it is time to become a Christmas tree farmer again.    
With that in mind and several months of good old fashioned outdoor work 
ahead, it is time to make a few treasures available to others.   They are 
excess to my needs and time.

1.  Knight TR-106 6 Meter Transceiver.   Covers 50-52 MHZ with 15 watts of AM 
phone.   Has both plate and screen modulation and dual conversion receiver.   
 Built in 110-130 VAC and 12 VDC power supply.      Really fine cosmetics.    
It has been plugged in to verify that the receiver works as it is supposed 
to.   Do not have a microphone to check out the transmitter.      Sorry, I do 
not have a manual, but they are available.   I will ship by UPS and insure 
this good looking radio to anywhere in the continental 48 states for $105.

2.  Conar twins, c. 1965.   Basic transmitter and receiver,  offered as kits 
by the National Radio Institute.   Both look decent. Designed for the old 
Novice CW bands.  a.)  Model 400 transmitter, 80, 40, 15 meters with 15 watts 
of CW.    Uses 6DQ6 or similar tube.     b.) Model 500 receiver.   Again 80, 
40, 15 meters.   Has 4 tubes.   2 - 6U8A,  a 6BE6, and a 6BZ6.    Has 
internal speaker.       Sorry, no manuals.   They both power up, but that is 
as far as I have gone with these units.     Would prefer to keep them 
together, but I will split them up if need be.      Will ship both the 
transmitter and receiver by UPS,  anywhere in the 48 continental states for 
$120.


Don Karvonen K8MFO

------------------------------
From: thompson@mindspring.com
Message-ID: <00b601c09475$63ade880$258156d1@default>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Heath EK-1 and 2
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 16:55:45 -0500

There was some talk in several QSOs I was either in or listened to recently
about the EK-1 and EK-2 receiver.
The EK-1 was a basic "learn electronics" kit from Heath.  One of the items
that could be built was a regen SW receiver.
The EK-2 was more advanced and had a cabinet.   At least the equal of the
little heath AR-2 or 3.  A tip of the hat to finding a note in the March
1961 CQ in the novice column written by Don Stoner W6TNS now SK.   Sure wish
I had Heath catalogs from the era as mine start with 1964.

73 Dave K4JRB

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.6.16.20010211160200.0f3f199e@mail.navix.net>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 16:02:00 -0600
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Daniel Wright <dw73454@navix.net>
Subject: Elmac AF-67/M-1070 HAAAALP!
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Greetings!

I need (and will probably continue to need) the help of you
Multi-Elmac experts out there.....(8-/!

I have two or three AF67s and an AF68 and two M1070 power=20
supplies. Problem is...none of them work, or work properly.
And upon visual inspection, none of them look the same electrically.
I think there may be various differences, previous owner mods,
and problems associated with this stuff. I would like to
get at least one of the AF67/M1070 running. I will try to take this
"one thing at a time".....so....the first thing is:

Does anyone have an M1070 to AF67(8) cable? It would be the octal
to Cinch cable. I suppose I could try to make one up. I have the
manuals....is there any special considerations in what kind of
wire to use to make a cable? I guess I'll need the connectors too.
The octal plug should be fairly easy, but that "Cinch" plug
might be a problem.

ANyhoo.....I'm gonna be pesterin' this list with questions now
until I get the things up and running.....(8->....

thanks es

73 de Dan -- WA=D8JRD ..
Lincoln, Nebraska


------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.20010211143503.007e21e0@pop3.dccnet.com>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 14:35:03 -0800
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com>
Subject: Re: hro-60 p/s
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>...does the hro 60 have the power supply plate bypass cap in it's design
>that made the 50 subject to transformer burn out?....

I don't know about this one, but my HRO-60 has had the power xformer
replaced by 2 transformers (additional fil xfmr) by a PO (and somewhat
sloppily done, I might add). Maybe that's what happened to the original.

VE7XF

------------------------------
Message-ID: <3A871FD0.D3C781C7@qwest.net>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 16:27:13 -0700
From: James Hanlon <knjhanlon@qwest.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Relay Trouble
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Steve,

When you say your Dow Key relay is "chattering," I assume
you mean that it buzzing loudly when it is activated.
"Chattering" in relay parlance more often refers to the
contacts bouncing closed-open-closed when they are closed.

Especially since the coil seems to be OK after your checking
it out in another relay, I would say that the problem is
either that the force required to pull the armature all the
way in to the top of the coil core has increased or
something is blocking the armature from fully seating when
it is pulled in.  Check the moving parts on the relay.  Is
there anything blocking their movement?  Does the bearing
pivot smoothly?  Are the parts clean?  Is there a spring
that is getting caught or hung up on anything?  Check the
mating faces of the armature and the coil core.  Are they
smooth and clean, any rust?  Is there anything blocking them
apart?  When the relay is operated, can you apply pressure
to any point and diminish or increase the buzzing sound?

If you decide to try lubricating any of the moving parts,
absolutely do NOT use a silicone based lubricant.  Silicone
oil will creep out onto the relay contacts, and if they are
switching the right "intermediate level" load it will burn
into a non-conductive cinder.  Loads around 24 volts, 100
mils are particularly deadly.

Good luck,

Jim, W8KGI - an old relay mechanic from Bell Labs

------------------------------
From: JONWEINER@aol.com
Message-ID: <4c.10a7202c.27b89abe@aol.com>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 20:47:42 EST
Subject: FS - Unusual Collins 310C exciter
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have for sale an unusual Collins 310C exciter. In good condition, in the 
factory cabinet. What makes it unusual, and perhaps a factory prototype, is 
that it has a reactance modulator for NBFM also built in, including a front 
panel mic. jack and modulation control. Two meters on the face (one to the 
left and one to the right of the dial).  Quality of construction, both 
mechanical and electrical, is definitely factory made, not home-brew.  
Correct 70E-8 PTO and dial. Correct Collins Dakaware knobs. Built in power 
supply. Operating condition unknown. Price is $225., for pick up at 
Greenville, SC, or plus shipping.

Jon, K1VVC

------------------------------
From: JONWEINER@aol.com
Message-ID: <56.71ea52d.27b89c43@aol.com>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 20:54:11 EST
Subject: FS: T4-X and R-4
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have a Drake T4-X transmitter and R-4 receiver for sale.
 The T4-X is complete, excellent front panel. Serial number in the 10000 plus 
range.  All correct knobs, cabinet could use a repaint. Copper chassis isn't 
too badly marked. Complete with copy of the original manual. No extra holes 
or modifications evident. Untested. Price $125., plus shipping. 
 The R-4 is a very low serial number (0031 I believe). No cabinet. Front 
panel is very good, and all knobs are correct. Moderate corrosion on the 
copper chassis. No extra holes or modifications evident.  Complete with copy 
of the original manual Price: $100., plus shipping. 

Both sold as a pair: $200., plus shipping.

Jon, K1VVC

------------------------------
Message-ID: <3A880F26.FBCB8A65@lehigh.edu>
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2001 11:28:23 -0500
From: "Arthur I. Larky" <ail0@lehigh.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Speaker re-coning
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I spotted an ad in Saturday's Allentown Morning Call which may be of
interest to some of the list members.  I know nothing more about than
what it says:

Speaker Repairs
Quick Service - All Brands
Call for Details
Recone or Refoam Drivers
Restore to Original Specs.
EHR (610) 437-6777

610 is the Allentown/Bethlehem area code.

If you try it, let us know how it turned out.
Art K3HBA

------------------------------
Message-Id: <200102121632.LAA22213@tisch.mail.mindspring.net>
Date: Tue, 13 Feb 2001 08:34:35 -0800
Subject: Re-Whither Vade Mecum for Valves
From: "John Gibson" <gibsonj@mindspring.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Mime-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

   This is a great reference book. I used it for decades until some low life
form stole it from the company library.
   If someone has this book and would like to get it back into the hands of
the BA fraternity, perhaps they could try contacting Lindsay Publications
Inc. (813)935-5353.
They seem to do a good job of reprinting classical tech books at reasonable
prices.

------------------------------
Message-Id: <200102121745.MAA14788@mcfeely.concentric.net>
From: "John K9UWA" <k9uwa@arrl.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2001 12:52:20 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT
Subject: Re: Speaker re-coning


> I spotted an ad in Saturday's Allentown Morning Call which may be of
> Speaker Repairs
> Quick Service - All Brands
> Call for Details
> Recone or Refoam Drivers
> Restore to Original Specs.

If you go to 
http://www.recone.com
this is some national association of Re-Coners......
One of the ones on the list is a local that I use here in Ft Wayne...
he is listed as "The Speaker Workshop"   comes up if you click on zipcode 
46808......His name is Tom Colvin......nice guy and does good work on the 
antique radio speakers he has done for me.....
John k9uwa


John Goller, K9UWA & Jean Goller, N9PXF 
Antique Radio Restorations
k9uwa@arrl.net
Visit our Web Site at:
http://www.JohnJeanAntiqueRadio.com
4836 Ranch Road
Leo, IN 46765
USA
1-219-637-6426

------------------------------
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2001 11:16:32 -0700 (MST)
From: Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca>
Subject: Re: Reforming electrolytics, observing a failed attempt
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: 
 <Pine.PMDF.3.95.1010212110258.541122782B-100000@devax.admin.athabascau.ca>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Arden I can contrast your elderly Asian Lafayette against the middle aged 
Heathkit GR-54 I am working on.  Both large electrolytics are quite cool and
content but the only small elctrolytic for the audio output cathode bypass was
long since deceased.  I like the stethescope on the terminal concept, I never
got that involved in an electrolytic's last moments.

Like your radio, all the capacitors are ceramic discs and so I am ignoring them
and will continue to unles one of them gives me grounds for suspicion.  

As for resistors...  This radio started off deaf as a post and sounding just 
hideous on the one station it could hear.  I have found close to half the old
but nice looking resistors to have drifted way too high and I found they drift
even higher when I unsolder them.  I have replaced 50% of the agc resistors, 
all the IF screen and control grid resistors, half the IF cathode resitors
and now I can hear a lot of stations but the audio sounds still like it is
going through a 200Hz filter.

Now I am going to go through the RF and mixer stages but I am running out of
replacement resistors. :)  So howcum some carbon composition resistors are
out by 50% or more and others are right on the money?   And that includes the
ones in my junk box - why can't they all go bad so I can just throw them out?
---
   Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS  
   Athabasca University
   Athabasca, Alberta Canada
   ** richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca **

------------------------------
Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.2.20010212132830.00ad6710@127.0.0.1>
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2001 13:31:41 -0500
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@sover.net>
Subject: HOSSTRADERS HAMFEST MOVES TO HOPKINTON STATE FAIRGROUNDS 
Cc: r-390@qth.net, boatanchors@listserv.tempe.gov
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

Hi Gang:

Yes it's official.  The Hosstraders is moving to a new venue at the 
Hopkinton NH State Fair Grounds and the dates are May 4th and 5th 
2001.   Please check the site for more details and future updates.

http://www.qsl.net/k1rqg

I have personally spoken to Joe K1RQG and it's positively 
confirmed.  Listen to the Real Amateur
Radio Show on WBCQ, 7,415 Kilocycles Saturday evenings at 7:00 PM Eastern 
for more news.

Hope to see you all there!

73,

Michael 

------------------------------
From: brian.k.harris@philips.com
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: NC-300 intermod?
Message-ID: <0056910010252832000002L122*@MHS>
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2001 12:54:00 -0600
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1; name="MEMO 02/12/01 12:50:17"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable
Content-Disposition: inline

While using my trusty (?) NC-300 in 3880 AM QSO last night I experience=
d what I assume was just intermod distortion from a local SSB station o=
n 3910.  This guy was running legal limit about 1.5-2.0 miles from me. =
 No amount of tuning, RF gain adjustment=20
or crystal filtering helped.  As long as there was an AM carrier on 388=
0, his signal was always present and, of course, unintelligible.  When =
I changed to a Pacific Rim transceiver the problem disappeared. =20

Before I tear into it I was curious if any of you have experienced part=
icular intermod sensitivity with these receivers.  I suppose I should s=
tart by looking for cold solder joints, oxidized antenna terminals, bad=
 tube socket grounds and the like. =20

Thanks for listening,

Brian WA5UEK
=

------------------------------
Message-ID: <20010212222832.6790.qmail@mellon.com>
From: Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: When to use what types of caps
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2001 17:23:03 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain

I hate to bring up the subject of capacitors again--we have discussed it so
much here that some folks may run screaming from the room. But, with
apologies, I need to forward a question that I don't have a good answer for.


When we discussed what kinds of capacitors to keep in the shop for
restoration and repairs a few months back, I said that I mostly just use
Sprague orange drops and disk ceramics. Someone sent me back a note and
asked how I decide when to use which type. And the answer is....hell, I
dunno...

Typically, I reach for disk ceramic if the value is .02MFD or less. But now
I forget (if I ever knew) the reasoning for that. I have a decent stock of
larger values but I don't use them. Instead I switch over to the orange
drops for values above .02. 

So since that's such a crappy answer, I was wondering what a good answer
would be? And for bonus points, how did I end up with this rule of
thumb?--is there any rational basis for that? Or is that just a sloppy
habit?

Any ideas?

73, Don Merz, N3RHT

*****************************************************************
DISCLAIMER:   The information contained in this e-mail may be confidential
and is intended solely for the use of the named addressee.  Access, copying
or re-use of the e-mail or any information contained therein by any other
person is not authorized.  If you are not the intended recipient please
notify us immediately by returning the e-mail to the originator.    

------------------------------
Message-ID: <20010212225413.24529.qmail@mellon.com>
From: Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: FW: When to use what types of caps
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2001 17:48:39 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain

Here's one reply:

> Ceramic caps usually have greater tolerances and lousy temperature
> coefficients.  They are useful in non-critical bypass applications.  If
> you care about the accuracy of poles and zeroes in filter circuits, stick
> to the orange drops or other higher 
> quality units.  I seldom put a ceramic disk in anything. 
> 
But I protest! My SP-600 came from the factory made with mostly ceramic
disks. And I was looking over the restoration job that the AWA guys did on
W1HRX's HRO and they used a fair number of ceramics...though I must admit I
think they were all used as bypasses.

Anyone else?

73, Don Merz, N3RHT

*****************************************************************
DISCLAIMER:   The information contained in this e-mail may be confidential
and is intended solely for the use of the named addressee.  Access, copying
or re-use of the e-mail or any information contained therein by any other
person is not authorized.  If you are not the intended recipient please
notify us immediately by returning the e-mail to the originator.    

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.20010212174001.00fd5600@vuse.vanderbilt.edu>
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2001 17:40:01 -0600
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu>
Subject: Re: FW: When to use what types of caps
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 05:48 PM 2/12/2001 -0500, you wrote:
>Here's one reply:
>
>> Ceramic caps usually have greater tolerances and lousy temperature
>> coefficients.  They are useful in non-critical bypass applications.  If
>> you care about the accuracy of poles and zeroes in filter circuits, stick
>> to the orange drops or other higher 
>> quality units.  I seldom put a ceramic disk in anything. 
>> 
>But I protest! My SP-600 came from the factory made with mostly ceramic
>disks. And I was looking over the restoration job that the AWA guys did on
>W1HRX's HRO and they used a fair number of ceramics...though I must admit I
>think they were all used as bypasses.
>
That's the point.  The values above about 0.01 uF or so are generally (but
not always) bypass caps.  The lousy tolerance of disk caps is immaterial in
these applications.  Note that this slop comes from the incredibly high
dielectric constant of disks--very small dimensional changes cause large
changes in capacitance.  The critical resonating circuits generally rely on
smaller-valued mica, tubular ceramics (older) or polystyrene (newer) caps.
The only large caps defining poles and zeros are in tone control circuits,
which rarely work anyway.

Most of my Hammarlunds (HQ140 and later) use disk bypasses, for which I am
truly grateful.

It is worth noting that specific types of disk ceramics (NPO) are so
constructed as to have very LOW (if not quite zero) temperature
coefficient.  This is by using compensating sandwiches of differing
dielectrics.  These caps can work very nicely in resonating circuits if the
initial value is close, but again the overall tolerance of these is pretty
sloppy.  I replaced some tubular ceramics in the oscillator section of an
old FM set that drifted horribly with some 19 cent NPO disks from Mouser.
There was enough latitude in the inductors to compensate for the mismatch
in specified value (which was perhaps 20%).  That tuner is now solid as a
rock.

				73	 de A. B. Bonds

------------------------------
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